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1 Introduction 
The Marine and Coastal Access Act (2009) facilitates the establishment of an ecologically coherent 
network of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs).  This Act aims to ensure clean, healthy, safe, productive and 
biologically diverse oceans and seas, by putting in place better systems for delivering sustainable 
development of marine and coastal environments.  The Act creates a new type of MPA (Marine Protected 
Area) called a Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ).   
 
There are four MCZs located within 20 km of the proposed Portland Energy Recovery Facility (ERF) 
including Chesil Beach and Stennis Ledge MCZ (1.6 km away, but more than 10 km by sea for marine 
impact pathways), South of Portland MCZ (6.9 km away, but more than 10 km by sea for marine impact 
pathways), Purbeck Coast MCZ (7.0 km away) and South Dorset MCZ (16.8 km away). Collectively, these 
sites constitute a diverse array of sediment types and support an abundance of marine life, including 
Native Oysters (Ostrea edulis), Pink sea-fans (Eunicella verrucose), Peacock’s Tail (Padina pavonica), 
Stalked Jellyfish (Haliclystus spp.), Black Seabream (Spondyliosoma cantharus) and Maerl Beds.  The 
location of these sites in relation to the proposed ERF is shown on Figure 1. 
 
Under Section 126 of the Marine and Coastal Act 2009, an assessment is required to determine the 
potential significance of impacts from the proposed works to the features of these MCZs and whether 
there is any significant risk of hindering the Conservation Objectives of the MCZ.  This report provides 
such an assessment. 

2 MCZ Assessment Guidance 
The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) and Natural England have produced general guidance 
for undertaking an MCZ assessment (MMO, 2013; Natural England, 2015).  A framework illustrating the 
MCZ assessment process is shown in Figure 2.  In summary, screening is undertaken to identify the 
potential for a licensable activity to have an effect (other than insignificantly) on MCZ interest features 
alone or in-combination with other plans and projects.  A Stage 1 assessment is then undertaken if 
necessary, to determine whether there is a significant risk that the activity will hinder the Conservation 
Objectives of the screened in MCZ interest features.  If avoidance of this risk is not possible and there 
are no other means of continuing with the works which would cause less of an environmental impact, 
then a Stage 2 assessment is necessary.   
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Figure 1. Marine Conservation Zones in the vicinity of the proposed works
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Source: Natural England (2015) 

Figure 2. MCZ assessment framework 
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For all MCZs, the site’s conservation objectives apply to the MCZ and the individual species and/or 
habitat for which the site has been designated (the “Designated features” listed above). The 
conservation objectives of the MCZs are that the protected features are maintained in favourable 
condition or recovered to favourable condition. 
 
For the habitat feature, favourable condition means that within an MCZ: 
 

1. Its extent is stable or increasing; and 
2. Its structure and function, its quality, and the composition of its characteristic biological 

communities are such as to ensure that it remains in a condition which is healthy and not 
deteriorating.  

 
For the species of marine fauna, favourable condition means that within an MCZ the quality and quantity 
of its habitat and the composition of its population in terms of number, age and sex ratio are such as 
to ensure that the population is maintained in numbers which enable it to thrive. 
 
For all MCZs any temporary deterioration in condition is to be disregarded if the habitat is sufficiently 
healthy and resilient to enable its recovery.  Any alteration to a feature brought about entirely by natural 
processes is to be disregarded when determining whether a protected feature is in favourable condition.  

4 Screening 
Table 5 to Table 8 present the qualifying features of the four MCZs located within 20 km of the proposed 
Portland ERF, and provides a brief rationale for screening them in or out of the assessment based on a 
review of the Advice on Operations (Natural England, 2021), which takes account of feature sensitivity 
to anthropogenic pressures and an understanding of the nature and spatio-temporal scale of 
environmental changes associated with the proposed works and potential impacts on marine habitats 
and species.  
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5 Conclusions 
The four MCZs located within 20 km of the proposed Portland ERF, specifically Chesil Beach and Stennis 
Ledges MCZ, South of Portland MCZ, Purbeck Coast MCZ and South Dorset MCZ, are not exposed to 
any direct changes as a result of the construction and operation of the proposed ERF. There is some 
potential for features to be exposed to indirect changes during construction and operation, primarily as 
a result of aerial deposition of contaminants within the marine environment, or through planned or 
accidental marine discharges. However, all such indirect changes have been assessed as negligible and 
not significant in terms of risks to MCZ features taking account of the magnitude of the changes, the 
distance from the sites and the sensitivity of features to those changes.  On this basis there is no 
significant risk that the proposed project will hinder the Conservation Objectives for any of the MCZ 
features at any of the four sites and, therefore, there is considered to be no need for a Stage 1 
assessment to be undertaken. 
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7 Abbreviations/Acronyms 
AoO Advice on Operations 
CCME Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment 
CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan 
CO2 Carbon Dioxide 
Defra  Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 
EQS Environmental Quality Standards 
ERF Energy Recovery Facility 
ISQG Interim Sediment Quality Guidelines  
MCAA Marine and Coastal Access Act 
MCZ Marine Conservation Zone 
MMO Marine Management Organisation 
MPA Marine Protected Areas 
NH3 Ammonia 
NO2 Nitrogen Dioxide  
NO3 Nitrate  
NOx Oxides of nitrogen 
SAT Supplementary Advice Table 
SO2 Sulphur Dioxide 
TBT Tributyltin  
UTM Universal Transverse Mercator 
WGS World Geodetic System 
WWTW Weymouth Wastewater Treatment Works 
 
 
Cardinal points/directions are used unless otherwise stated. 
 
SI units are used unless otherwise stated 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 




